
World Day of the Poor

The fourth World Day of the Poor on 
Sunday, November 15, 2020,  was  
placed by Pope Francis under the mot-
to „Stretch out your hand to the poor“.

The SVD-Partner cordially invite you again to participate 
in the worldwide Prayer Bridge to pray with and for the 
poor together with people all over the world on this day. 

Registrations are now possible under  
www.svd-partner.eu . 

All registrations received by 6 p.m.  
local time by 14 November 2020  
will be entered on the website  
on the world map. 

World Day of the Poor 2020
Novena - Prayer of the Faithful

The family without papers
They could live here, they told the young couple with their 
little child. Now they say they have to register the land 
for their hut. Just go to the office, pay a fee, show ID and 
that‘s it. It is as simple as that. But they have no ID. No-
body has one, here in the slums outside the megacity.

Lord, Mary and Joseph were looking for a place to rest 
after their long journey. Only a stable was given to 
them. So you were born in straw, among animals and 
dirt. Help me to look at the people who are looking for 
a way out of their misery and a humane place to live.

The person who does not see the others
He was really angry at his wife and kids. He had taken 
the trouble to bake some bread and they ate it without 
saying a word. And when he complained, his wife just 
said, „What‘s wrong? The baker does it every night.“

Lord, often I do not appreciate what someone else is 
doing for me. I take much for granted, too. Help me to 
look at the people who do good to me, so I can thank 
them for everything.

© SVD-Partner. 
Laiengemeinschaft  

der Steyler Missionare 2020

www.svd-partner.eu  
kontakt@svd-partner.eu 

 
Texts: 

Petra Linchet

Fotos: 
Karl Fluch (Photo Mission World)



The boy with the cocoa beans
The little boy‘s face is distorted and covered in sweat. 
The skin on his thin legs is grey and rough. He is carrying 
a sack of cocoa beans. The sack is heavy, but he must 
carry it, even if it is too heavy for him. For his family is 
poor, and so he has to earn his daily bread himself.

Lord, I eat chocolate - often, with pleasure and a lot. 
But I do not think of the children who work hard for it. 
Help me to look at them and act in such a way that 
they can have a troublefree childhood.

The woman at the sewing machine
The woman sits at the sewing machine together with 
many others in a large hall for twelve or 14 hours. Fine 
dust swirls around and the air is stuffy. But there are still 
many T-shirts to be finished. She cannot take a break. 
She needs the money to be able to cook a meal for her 
children today.

Lord, I too buy cheap clothes without thinking about 
the inhumane conditions under which they are pro-
duced. Women, children and men work under unac-
ceptable conditions for money that is barely enough 
to survive. Help me to look at these people so that 
they can lead a dignified life.

The man from the slaughterhouse
Although he has slept for several hours, he is still tired. 
In his lodging he shares a small room with three other 
men. He cannot rest and recover there. But he has to 
send money to his family. Therefore he stands in the big 
cold hall and cuts up pig halves with big heavy machines 
again.

Lord, I go about my work, have a regular daily routine 
and can afford some nice things. My family is pro-
tected by a social network. Help me to look at these 
people so that they too can earn enough money for 
themselves and their families.

The family at the garbage dump
Biting smoke is hanging on the air. It reddens the eyes of 
the family and makes it difficult to breathe. In particular 
the children suffer from it. But they all go out as they 
do every morning, looking in the garbage for things to 
sell. Maybe there is enough money today to buy cough 
syrup for the little ones. They will collect their food in the 
garbage, too.

Lord, I have a home, clean water and can buy healthy 
food. When I am ill, I go to the doctor and get the 
necessary medical care. Help me to focus on these 
people so that they can have access to clean housing, 
good food and adequate medical care, too.

The girl in the refugee camp
She is a pretty girl with sparkling eyes and curly hair. She 
likes to laugh and is friendly to everyone. „She‘s so-
mething special,“ people say approvingly. „She deserves 
better,“ her parents say. They are worried and hope to 
leave the refugee camp soon.

Lord, people leave their homes because there is war, 
persecution because of their political or religious 
beliefs, or because of economically catastrophic 
circumstances. Help me to look at these people so 
that their situation in the refugee camps will change 
for the better and their life in their homeland will be 
worth living again.

The woman without glasses
The old woman looks around searching. The young man 
looks nice, and she talks to him. „I forgot my glasses,“ 
she says. „Can you tell me what time the next bus will 
leave?“ The young man is happy to help her. She is asha-
med that she has lied to him, because she does not have 
glasses. She cannot afford them.

Lord, even in rich countries, people live in poverty. Of-
ten we do not see it. Help me to look at these people 
so that they can find a way out of their lives on the 
margins of society.

The man at the steering wheel
He finally found a parking space for the truck. Now he 
can take a break and call his family. He has not seen 
them in six weeks. In a few minutes, he will tell them that 
he is fine, as usual. The children believe him, but his wife 
hears the sadness in his voice and cries silently with him.

Lord, many people are separated from their families 
by their work. But there is no other way they can earn 
a living. Help me to look at these people so that their 
pain of being separated from their loved ones will not 
be too much for them.


